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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant has amended claims 21 , 22, 28, 36, and 40 and canceled claim 27 in 
the amendment filed on 3/2/04. Claims 21-26 and 28-42 are pending in this Office 
Action. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-26 and 28-35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title^if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 21-26, 29-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bunney et al (or hereinafter "Bunney") (USP 6003032) in view of Hobbs (USP 
6264032). 

As to claim 21 , Bunney teaches the claimed limitations: 

"an on-line registry sen/ice accessible over the Internet" as if the user decides to 
register, he/she selects the hypertext link shown by the underlined word register in fig. 6 
and his/her web browser accesses S3 the ola Personal Edition registration page. The 
above information shows that the system has included an on-line registry service 
accessible over the Internet (col. 6, lines 30-35), 
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"the on-line registry service connprising one or more web pages having 
information related to the deceased person" as in the registration page the user is asked 
to provide various personal details. These may vary but could include, for example, a 
nickname, a password, gender, year of birth, approximate address. The above 
information shows that this user can provide various personal details about a deceased 
person or this user can be a deceased person after she or he registers (col. 6, lines 35- 
40); 

"an identifier on or near the concrete memorial for the deceased 
person" as an URL is associated with a web page that is near with my Forums. Each 
Forum includes a plurality of article and respective bibliographic data, headlines that are 
generally less than 200 words and may also includes images. A registered user may 
add or edit a Forum through the archive page. Thus, the user may add any information 
related to the user or the deceased person and bibliographic data, article in my Forums 
that can contain information related to the user or the deceased person. In this case, 
my Forums can be the concrete memorial (figs. 7&8, col. 9, lines 1-65; col. 10, lines 55- 
57), 

"the identifier indicating to people visiting the concrete memorial that information 
related to the deceased person may be found on the on-line registry service" as the 
URL http://ola.ola.co.uk/cqi-bin indicates to users visiting each Forum that contains 
information related to users such as bibliographic data, article may be found on the on- 
line register service. A user can be a deceased person (fig. 6). 
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Bunney does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a concrete memorial for a 
deceased person, the concrete memorial comprising discernable information including 
the name of the deceased person". Hobbs teaches a headstone for Joe who is a 
deceased person (fig. 2, col. 3, lines 40-50), 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Hobbs's teaching of a headstone for Joe who is a 
deceased person to Bunney's system in order to allow users to visit a deceased person 
via Internet system and know history of deceased person quickly. 

As to claims 22, Bunney does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "wherein 
the concrete memorial is a headstone". Hobbs teaches a headstone for Joe who is a 
deceased person (fig. 2, col. 3, lines 40-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Hobbs's teaching of a headstone for Joe is a deceased 
person to Bunney's system in order to allow users to visit a deceased person via 
Internet system and know history of deceased person quickly. 

As to claim 23, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the identifier is a 
string" as http://ola.ola.co.uk/cqi-bin/webDriver ? (fig. 8). 



As to claim 24, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the identifier is a 
URL" as URL (col. 8, lines 40-41). 
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As to claim 25, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "the identifier is a seal" as 
to access a web page, which includes a URL, the user has to logon the system by 
entering user's password. It means that a URL is a seal until a user can login by a 
correct password (figs. 6-7), 

As to claim 26, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "the identifier is a mark" as 
a URL, which is a mark, is represented as the identifier (col. 7, lines 50-55). 

As to claim 29, Bunney does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "being 
further adapted for use with deceased animals". Hobbs teaches a headstone for Joe 
who is a deceased person (fig. 2, col. 3, lines 40-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Hobbs's teaching of a headstone for Joe is a deceased 
person to Bunne/s system in order to allow users to visit a deceased person via 
Internet system and know history of deceased person quickly. 

As to claim 30, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "information on a plurality 
of deceased persons" as in the registration page users are asked to provide various 
personal details. These may vary but could include, for example, a nickname, a 
password, gender, year of birth, approximate address. The above information shows 
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that users can provide various personal details about deceased persons or these users 
can be deceased persons after they registered (col. 6, lines 35-40). 

As to claim 31 , Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the on-line 
registry service can be searched based on at least part of the discernable information" 
as (col. 2, lines 15-45). 

As to claim 32, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the on-line 
registry service is operative to allow visitors to provide information related to a deceased 
person available on the on-line registry service" as in the registration page the user is 
asked to provide various personal details. These may vary but could include, for 
example, a nickname, a password, gender, year of birth, approximate address. The 
above information shows that this user can provide various personal details about a 
deceased person or this user can be a deceased person after she or he registers. A 
user can visit any registered user via Internet system (col. 6, lines 35-40); 

As to claim 33, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the subscription 
service is a subscription service" as (col. 2, lines 55-65). 

As to claim 34, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the subscription 
service is a periodic fee-based subscription" as (col. 2, lines 60-65). 



# # 
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As to claim 35, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the information 
on the one or more web pages comprises images and biographical data related to the 
deceased person" as (col. 10, lines 55-56; col. 4, lines 60-63). 

4. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bunney 
et al (or hereinafter "Bunney") (USP 6003032) in view of Hobbs and further in view of 
Manross, Jr (or hereinafter "Manross") (USP 6414663). 

As to claim 28, Bunney and Hobbs disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 21, except the claimed limitation "wherein the concrete memorial is positioned 
in a cemetery". Manross teaches gravestone is positioned in a cemetery (fig. 2, col. 3, 
lines 1 5-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Manross's teaching of gravestone is positioned in a 
cemetery into Bunney and Hobbs to allow users to visit the individual's life history or 
deceased persons easily. 

5. Claims 36-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bunney et al (or hereinafter "Bunney") (USP 6003032) in view of Leif Technologies Inc. 
View-logy^TM 1997 (or hereinafter "Leif). 

As to claims 36, Bunney teaches the claimed limitations: 

"establishing a subscription for an on-line registry service with a subscriber, 
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the subscription being associated with the deceased person" as in the 
registration page the user is asked to provide various personal details. These may vary 
but could include, for example, a nickname, a password, gender, and year of birth, 
approximate address. The above information shows that this user can provide various 
personal details about a deceased person or this user can be a deceased person after 
she or he registers (col. 6, lines 35-40); 

"visually indicating, on or near the physical memorial for the 
deceased person, that the on-line registry service is associated with the deceased 
person" as an URL is associated with a web page that is associated with my Forums. 
Each Forum includes a plurality of article and respective bibliographic data, headlines 
that are generally less than 200 words and may also includes images. A registered 
user may add or edit a Forum through the archive page. Thus, the user may add any 
information related such as bibliographic data, article to the user or the deceased 
person. In this case, my Forums can be the concrete memorial (figs. 7&8, col. 9, lines 
1-65; col. 10, lines 55-57), 

"providing by the subscriber information relating to the deceased person" as (figs. 
7&8, col. 9, lines 1-65; col. 10, lines 55-57), 

"storing the information relating to the deceased person on a computer 
system" as storing the information related to registered users in the Olaf server. The 
registered users can be deceased people after they registered or the registered users 
can provide information related to a deceased person (col. 4, lines 55-60); 

"providing to one or more visitors access over the Internet to the on-line 



Application/Control Number: 09/829,863 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2172 

registry service" as providing pages to the requested user via the Internet system (col. 
4, lines 57-60; fig. 8); 

"retrieving the stored information relating to the deceased person" as retrieving 
the stored information relating to the registered users. The registered users can be 
deceased people after they registered or the registered users can provide information 
related to a deceased person (col, 4, lines 55-60). 

Bunney does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation" displaying to the visitor or 
the subscriber on one or more web pages at least a portion of the information relating to 
the deceased person". Leif teaches displaying a person's whole life story in words and 
photographs for those who visit the gravesite well into the future a lasting legacy (page 
1, lines 5-8). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Leifs teaching of displaying a person's whole life 
story in words and photographs for those who visit the grave site well into the future a 
lasting legacy to Bunney's system in order to allow user to access the history of 
deceased person quickly via Internet system. 

As to claim 37, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "the step of submitting by 
visitors information relating to the deceased person to the on-line registry service" as 
(col. 4, lines 55-60). . 
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As to claim 38, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "the step of collecting a 
subscription fee at least one time from the subscriber" as (col. 2, lines 65-67; col. 3, 
lines 1-5). 

As to claim 39, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein a fee is collected 
on a periodic basis" as (col. 2, lines 60-65), 

As to claim 40, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "positioning an identifier on 
or near the physical memorial" as an URL is associated with each forum (col. 9, lines 
40-45; fig. 8). 

As to claim 41 , Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "performed sequentially" 
as (figs. 6-8; coL 6, lines 20-30). 

As to claim 42, Bunney teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the steps are 
performed sequential as listed" as (figs. 6-8, col. 6, lines 20-30). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
Mindrum (USP 6340978). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cam-Y Truong whose telephone number is (703-605- 
1 169). The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:00AM to 4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene, can be reached on (703-305-9790). The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703-305- 
3900). 

Cam-Y Truong 
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